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August 3, 2020 

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students,  

I think it is safe to say, this past school year and summer break is one no one ever expected to encounter!  Given all of 

the uncertainties we currently are all faced with, I wanted to make sure everyone is aware that the Fannett-Metal School 

District is planning to reopen on Monday, August 24, 2020, for in-person instruction with all students. As part of 

moving in that direction, on Tuesday, July 14, 2020, the FMSD Board of Directors passed the district’s Phased 

Reopening Health and Safety Plan.  Along with the passage of this plan, the FMSD Board of Directors passed the 

Resocialization for Athletics Plan.  Both of these plans have been posted on the district website; at the same time, the 

Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) required that each district submit their Phased Reopening Health and 

Safety Plan, which we did on July 15, 2020.  In addition, last week I posted a quick reference guide on the district 

website that outlines what everyone could expect should FMSD move between each of the Red Phase, Yellow Phase, 

or Green Phase as proscribed by the state government. 

Please understand, although PDE indicated that each individual Local Education Agency (LEA ~ or school district) 

must submit a Phased Reopening Health and Safety Plan, the government released guidance that each LEA must 

adhere to while drafting a plan.  One specific guidance that has drawn quite a bit of attention is the wearing of “Face 

Coverings”.  On July 2, 2020 Dr. Rachel Levine, Pennsylvania Department of Health Secretary, issued a mandate that 

anyone over two (2) years of age must wear a ‘face covering’ once they leave their home.  On July 16, 2020, some 

leniency resulted from this edict with regards to students while in school.  The clarification now is that if social 

distancing can be maintained (six (6) feet apart), then an individual can be unmasked.  Because of this interpretation 

guiding schools, I felt it pertinent to share with everyone what a typical day may look like for our children while in 

school.  

So what does return to In-Person instruction look like at FMSD (brief description)?  

a. The District is supplying every student and staff member with a FM buff/neck gator and face shield 

b. Students are required to wear a Face Covering when being transported on the bus 

c. School buses will be loaded from the back to the front 

d. Students continue to wear their Face Covering to their homeroom 

e. Students will wash their hands  

f. Students who are eating breakfast will go to the cafeteria for a grab-n-go breakfast 

g. Once they return to their classroom to eat, they may remove their Face Covering 

 Social distancing must be maintained 

 Verbiage from PDE 

o “Social distancing practices that allows at least 6 feet of separation among students and 

staff throughout the day to the maximum extent feasible.” 

h. Teachers will be assigned a 6 ft. X 10 ft. area to instruct from (unmasked) 

 Once teachers leave this area, they must wear a Face Covering 

i. Students will be instructed in good hygiene (throughout the day by the teacher) 

j. Students will repeat process for lunch as they did for breakfast 

k. Students may be unmasked during recess and Phys. Ed.  

 As long as social distancing is maintained 

l. Students will wash hands prior to embarking back on the bus to go home 

m. Students are required to wear a Face Covering when they return to the bus at the end of the day 



Granted, numerous activities and specific changes will occur during the school day.  In addition, this scenario is a 

basic structure of what a typical school day may look like while the district is in the Yellow or Green Phase.  There 

will be definite variations that may occur from the elementary school, to the middle school, and to the high school.   

As a precautionary health and safety measures, the FMSD has ordered/purchased an air purifier for each classroom, 

disinfectant foggers will be used in communal locations throughout the day and in each classroom after school, and a 

FM decaled neck gator/buff and face shield for each student and staff member.   

Please understand, unless further guidance is disseminated from Governor Wolf, Secretary of Health Levine, or 

Secretary of Education Rivera, students are expected to wear a face covering anywhere that social distancing cannot 

occur while on the school bus or in the school building.  If a student arrives at school without wearing a face covering, 

a mask or shield will be provided.  In addition, and if need be, the building principal may contact the students’ 

parents/guardians to discuss the importance and use of a face covering. The district’s expectation is that all students 

wear a face covering unless they are exempt due to medical reason.  For students with medical conditions that do not 

allow them to wear any type of face covering, the District will work individually with students’ families to put in place 

safety procedures and other physical supports and distancing options to ensure that staff members who work directly 

with those students and other students within the building are safe.   

As an added precautionary measure for the health and safety of everyone, we are asking that parents/guardians 

complete their own personal home screening of your student before sending them on the school bus or dropping them 

off at school.  Also, we are asking all students and staff to not attend school if they are experiencing any of the COVID-

19 symptoms (fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, loss of taste or 

smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, or diarrhea).    

To limit social interactions, all beginning of year orientation meetings (i.e. Back to School Night at the elementary, 

sixth grade orientation meeting, etc.) will to be done virtually and uploaded to the teacher’s Schoology or Microsoft 

Office 365/Team site by Tuesday, August 18.  I encourage everyone to please take a moment and view some of the 

pertinent information that your child’s teacher will be sharing.   

Again, as information changes (as it has been), I will do my best to keep everyone informed.  Please visit either the 

district website or Facebook page for updated information with frequently asked questions (FAQ).  As we begin this 

school year, please be patient with the district as we manage our way through this pandemic throughout this upcoming 

school year and I feel confident we will have another GRRREAT year here at FMSD.   

Enjoy the rest of your summer break! 

 

David A. Burkett 
Superintendent  

 


