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CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019 – COVID-19  

Update ~ March 19, 2020 
 

Below is a list of FAQ Responses Based on the Common Questions we have Received 
 

Q: What does “closed” mean? 

A:  This has been a point of some confusion. Early announcements simply said schools would be closed or shut down for 

10 days, without further explanation. Informal guidance issued by The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) on 

March 15, 2020, clarifies that this means only that students will not come to school for in-person classes. School districts 

are not required to provide instruction during the closure. As a district, we are responsible for equity of access to instruction 

for all students; that includes students without home access to the internet, and appropriate programming for students with 

disabilities; therefore the district is not endorsing students to complete any work that may have been assigned or provided 

as optional work.  

 

Q: Can schools keep playgrounds, basketball courts, etc. open for community use during the closure? 
A: No. Pursuant to Governor Wolf's latest order, playgrounds, basketball courts and other recreational or community 

facilities should not be kept open. 

 

Q: The PDE guidance indicates that districts must try to make up the days by June 30, is the school district expected 

to add days to the end of June (in addition to local holidays and make-up days)?  

A: Per PDE's guidance, school districts that fail to meet the 180 day or 990/900/450 hour requirements as a result of COVID-

19 will not be penalized. PDE has indicated that school districts are strongly encouraged to adjust their calendars as 

appropriate (e.g. use snow days, Act 80 days, extend the school year, etc.) to provide as much instruction as possible. PDE 

will develop additional guidance on this critical topic. 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/Pages/AnswersToFAQs.aspx 

 

Q: Will PSSA and Keystone testing be cancelled for this year? When is a decision on this anticipated? 

A: Per PDE's guidance, the U.S. Department of Education has acknowledged that certain assessment requirements might 

not be practical given the COVID-19 pandemic. As such, U.S. Department of Education will consider a variety of one-year 

waivers.  PDE is monitoring emerging Federal guidance, working with other states to advocate for flexibility, and will 

pursue appropriate waivers to the fullest extent allowable as soon as U.S. Department of Education guidance is clarified.  

See PDEs FAQ at: 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/Pages/AnswersToFAQs.aspx  

 

Q: What is in the federal Families First Coronavirus Response Act? 

A:  Both the House and Senate have passed the Families First Coronavirus Response Act, sending it to President Trump for 

his signature. The bill includes comprehensive measures to respond to the COVID-19 outbreak, including the requirement 

that employers with 500 or fewer workers are provided with 2 weeks of paid sick leave and up to 12 weeks of paid family 

and medical leave for employees affected by COVID-19.  
 

Resources and Information: 
For the most up-to-date information about COVID-19, please visit the links below: 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
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