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What Kids Can Do To Help
Themselves

* Your child tracks the words with their
finger as you read the passage
aloud. Then the child reads the
passage.

* Have your child read his/her favorite
books and poems over and over
again with expression.
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Sum It Up

¢ Fluency is the ability to read a text,
accurately and quickly with expression.

* Fluency is important because it frees
students to understand what they read.

* Reading fluency can be developed by
modeling fluent reading and having
students engage in repeated oral
reading.
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Definition of Fluency

e Fluency is the ability fo read
smoothly, easily, and readily with
freedom from word recognition
problem:s.

e Fluent readers read aloud effortlessly
and with expression. Their reading
sounds natural, as if they were
speaking.
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Fluent vs. Non-fluent

Fluent readers are able Non-fluent readers may:

to: ) ¢ Read word-by-word
: wwwa words correctly in -« sometimes repeat or skip
ex

words

* Group words unnaturally
so reading sounds
choppy

Therefore, non-fluent
readers have less
attention to devote to
comprehension.

* Recognize words
automatically and
comprehend aft the
same fime

* Make connections
between the text and
their background
knowledge
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How To Select Appropriate
Books To Help Build Fluency

¢ Pick a book at your child’s
independent level.

e Count 20 words in a passage, have
your child read the 20 words.

¢ |f he/she misses more than one
word, the passage is too difficult.




image4.png
Fluency impacts...

Vocabulary

— Students are able to use context to figure out
meanings of unknown words.

Word M+CQ< (orefixes, suffixes, root words, word chunks, etc.)

— Students will be able to decode unknown words
more quickly.

Background knowledge

— Students who read more books increase
background knowledge.

Comprehension

— Students who read fluently can use more energy to
understand the fext.
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What Parents Can Do To
Help

Support and encourage your child.

Read aloud to your child to provide an
example of how fluent reading sounds.

Practice high frequency word list with
your child.

Listen to your child read and reread
poems and short stories.

Remind your child to pause between
sentences and phrases.

Echo read with your child.
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Echo Reading

* You read one sentence or phrase at
a time with appropriate expression.

* Your child echoes back the same
sentence or phrase.

* Your child follows along with his/her
finger so you can be sure he/she is

connecting to words rather than
mimicking.




