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SENIOR PROJECTS 

Nikkie’s Project: 
 
 Nicolette Douglas, more commonly known as Nikkie, chose a senior project 
based on a program that has been a big part of her family’s lives.  
 “With both my brothers and I being former foster children, the Children's Aid Society has 
played an important role in our lives,” Nikkie said in regards to her project. “My parents, Denise 
and Randy Douglas, have fostered over eighteen children since they began five years ago. I did my 
project in my father's name. He was a foster parent and many members of CAS came to support 
us. My father was very passionate about helping children and giving them every opportunity possi-
ble.” 
    For the project Nikkie set up two donation points in Antrim Brethren and Christ Church 
in Greencastle, where people could donate non perishables as well as paper products. Chil-
dren’s Aid Society is a non profitable organization that relies heavily on donations, many of 
which go to the group home above the office building in Chambersburg. Children are placed 
there until a home becomes available for them, and even then many come into care with 
nothing. 
 “They always say to be the change you want to see in the world,” Nikkie explained, 
“and for me two amazing people and one organization changed my life for the better. Now I, and 
everyone that helped me with this project, can help make the difference for a child in care.” 
 
 
 

Raven’s Project: 
 
 On February 19, 2016, Raven Steffen held his paint night in the Fannett Metal 
High School cafeteria. The event had approximately twenty possible seats available.  
 “What a paint night is,” Raven described when asked about the project, “is where 
the instructor creates an original painting of their choice, then teaches the steps taken to others 
who pay for their seat to learn how to paint that picture.” 
  The supplies that had been bought for this paint night; the paint, the brushes and 
canvases were paid for out of Raven’s own pocket and the money paid by the participants 
was donated to the art program for the school so that it may be of use in the future to 
create amazing art. 
 “I was very excited and nervous for this event,” admitted Raven. “I really wanted it to 
be a wonderful and inspirational time. My inspiration comes from many sources and influences the 
art I make. So I was hoping to inspire those people who came to paint. It was such an honor to see 
those who’d came out and participated and I’d like to thank all of them for taking the time to 
participate.”  

Honorable Mentions: 
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Seatbelt Checks– Jamie Birgfeld & Dustin Cline 
March 26, 2016 

 

Support the Troops– Levi Brady February 2-26, 
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 Who is Saint Patrick? He was a fifth century Christian missionary and bishop in Ireland, also known 
as the “Apostle of Ireland” and the patron saint of Ireland along with Brigit and Columba. He is also venerated 
in the Old Catholic Church as well as the Orthodox Church. The dates of Patrick's life cannot be fixed with 
certainty but, on a widespread interpretation, he was active as a missionary in Ireland during the second half of 
the fifth century. He is generally credited with being the first bishop of Armagh. 
    On St Patrick's Day it is customary to wear shamrocks and/or green clothing or accessories (the "wearing of 
the green"). St Patrick is said to have used the shamrock, a three-leaved plant, to explain the Holy Trinity to 
the pagans.  This story first appears in writing in 1726, though it may be much older. 
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Middle School:  American Legion Essay Contest 
 How do we keep Lincoln’s promise to our veterans and their families? Students in Mrs. Best’s 
seventh and eighth grade Language Arts classes responded to this prompt for the 2016 American Legion 
Auxiliary essay contest. The prompt explained how President Lincoln promised, 
 “To care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for the widow, and his orphan,” by serving and 
honoring the men and women who are America’s veterans. Students in her classes explained how Americans 
continue to keep this promise hundreds of years later. Winners were chosen by the Dry Run Post 232 
American Legion Auxiliary and are as follows: 

Lynnzie McClure (seventh grade) Danielle Ocker (eighth grade)  

Derek Rebuck (seventh grade) 

 A banquet was held in the winner’s honor on Thursday, March 10, 2016. The three essayists read 
their winning responses to their families and members of the American Legion. The first place essay will be 
sent on to the next level to be judged. 



Interviewing Mr. Baker 

 Mr. Allen Baker has agreed to temporarily step out of retirement to act as the high school’s guidance counselor. A man who has 
quite the history with the school itself, Mr. Baker was once the school’s guidance counselor, back before the school’s west wing was built on 
and before softball was an offered sport. So we the Library/Journalism club have decided to sit down with this man and listen to his great wis-
dom and catch a glimpse at our school’s history.  

 

 

As our counselor what are your goals for the students as a whole? 
 Well, I’ve been caught in making sure all things are in order for students to get their diplomas. That is the first thing. Second, I want to help 
them with scholarships as soon as possible. And number three, I want to develop a master schedule with Mr. Whisel so that we might begin scheduling the 
underclassmen. I would also like to meet with each eighth grader and their parents individually to understand what their career goals are and to develop 
an educational plan to get them there. 

 

Describe a bit about your past experience as our school’s counselor. 
 When I was last here, the school did not have a softball program for one thing. They were on either a seven or eight period day. Mr. Crawford 
was the superintendent at the time and Mr. Estep was in his first year as principal. That was 1996. I was around before the renovation of the junior-senior 
high school, present as we transitioned to block scheduling and the middle school concept. I was also the first head coach for the varsity softball team. 

 

What made you decide to return to Fannett Metal? 
 Mr. Whisel and I played softball together over the summer and he knew that I was a retired guidance counselor. He thought it would be a good 
idea to ask me to come down here and I thought it would be a good challenge. It also would get me out of my wife’s kitchen. 

 

What do you think is the most important characteristic of a school counselor? 
 A pleasant personality and the ability to communicate or associate with all age groups. Also being able to organize and administrate your office 
in a confidential manner helps. Confidentiality is very important because students need a haven where they can talk freely, without any one else knowing 
what is going on in their lives. 

 

Because of your past with our school, what do you know about our school that you would consider a strength? 
 Basically, as with any small school, the teachers, administration and guidance counselor have the opportunity to know all od their students. It 
gives us the opportunity to offer a more personal touch. 

 

What do you know about our school that you would consider a weakness? 

 I do not know whether they would consider it a weakness or not, but it is a fact that we lack the number of students to offer more sports. 

 

What does school counseling mean to you? 
 It means to me that it is an opportunity to share in the most intimate thoughts of the students as well as guiding students in their career aspira-
tions. 
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School Publicity for Ceiling Tile Project 
 On January 28th, senior Dakota Lydic met with the Public Opinion about doing an article celebrating the work put into the ceiling tile pro-
ject. The article was featured in the Saturday newspaper, and gave praise to the students who showed both pride and artistic passion in their work on 
the tiles. The picture below was featured with the article as well, taken by the Public Opinion’s photographer Noel. The interview, conducted by Da-
vid Barr, also included statements from art teacher Mrs. Ryan as well as a student quote from Becky Runk.  
 “It was good recognition of the student’s hard work,” says senior Taylor Snyder. “I thought it was about time we spread the word about how proud 
we are of our school and our artists.”   
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Other News: 

Mrs. Boggs Recognized by the PSBA 

 Mrs. Shelly Boggs, current school board President, was recognized by a 
Pennsylvania School Board Association Representative in January. The PSBA Repre-
sentative, Karen Devine came and thanked her for her 24 years of service to the 
school district as a School Board Director. The plague she is holding in the picture to 
the right was an award from the PSBA.  
 “Mrs. Boggs has been dedicated to the children at Fannett Metal for years,” says 
Board member Phyllis Eckenrode, “and she has applied her love for children by getting 
involved in the school board.”  

  

Voice of Democracy 
 From October-November, Mrs. 
Cutshall’s Academic Enrichment class were 
each supposed to write an essay based off 
of the Voice of Democracy’s yearly theme: 
“My Vision for America.” On November 1st, 
Junior Lizzy Peppernick entered her essay in 
the Voice of Democracy’s contest. Out of 
almost 40,000 high school students she won 
third place. Congratulations Lizzy! 

 Mrs. Ryan has encouraged her 
students to enter the Lions International 
Peace Poster Contest, a contest that en-
courages children, ages 11-13, to creatively 
express what peace means to them. Our 
very own Alexa Snyder won first place at 
the District level, the first student from FM 
to accomplish this. She also received an 
honorable mention at the state level! 

 The Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution have held their essay 
contest for years. This year Fannett Met-
al students Brittany Meyers and Jaymi 
Custer have entered. Encouraged to 
enter by Mrs. Cutshall, Brittany and Jaymi 
both won first place in their respective 
age groups. Good job girls on winning 
with your essays! 

FM Students are Contest Winners 

Peace Poster Contest DAR Essays 



Path Valley Outreach’s Fourth Annual Frozen Frenzy 

FM  Ag Takes a Trip to the Farm Show 

 The Path Valley Outreach program has held their fourth annual Frozen Frenzy, 
also known as the Polar Plunge. Held at Cowan’s Gap in January, crowds of people came 
to show their support for those participating in the plunge.  
 There was also a costume contest and this year there were seventeen groups 
with a total of around 96 people participating, the largest amount of participants so far. 
Each team had to raise at least two hundred dollars to participate in the plunge, all addi-
tional money raised given to the group’s cause.  

 While the winners of the costume contest were the Piggies and the Big Bad 
Wolf, the second place went to the Flying Flamingos with their feathery entrance. Howev-
er, the Slutty Sailors were hands down the fan favorite with their frivolous antics and “eye
-catching” outfits.  Overall, the Frozen Frenzy was such a huge success, all groups pitching 
in and showing their support for the many causes.  

 The FM Ag club took a trip to the Farm Show this year, and more than 80 
Franklin County residents competed in the 2016 Pennsylvania Farm Show. Many more 
volunteered in some way to make the 100th show a great success. Pennsylvania is proud 
to host the largest indoor agricultural exposition in the nation, with nearly 6,000 ani-
mals, 10,000 competitive exhibits and 300 commercial exhibits. Lester Martin Jr., a nut 
grower from Willow Hill, brought home six prizes in the edible nut competition with 
four first place prizes in the Persian (English) Walnut competition. 
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January News 

Indoor Track Meets With Hunter Angle 

Hunter Angle Interview: 

 
 What is the purpose of doing indoor track? 

Response: “You have indoor track during the winter so you don’t have to go out and run in the snow. Plus it is a good precursor to the outdoor season.” 
 

 What’s the difference between running indoors and outdoors? 
Response: “Well outdoor track is 400 meters and indoor track is usually about 200 meters. Instead of running the 100 meter dash they run the 55 meter 
dash.” 
 

 Do you feel different when you are running inside? 
Response: “Yes, because there is a smaller track and an increase of laps. Those along with the fact that it is an enclosed area make it just feel more awkward 
and definitely much longer.” 
 

 Given the choice, would you prefer indoor or outdoor track? Why? 

Response: “While I’m ok with indoor track, I like outdoor track more, because indoor tracks are smaller than those outside and they lack a lot of fresh air.” 
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Fannett-Metal Sports 

Winter Sports Candids: Basketball 

https://www.facebook.com/Willow-Hill-Gazette-211441542269745/ 



Middle School’s Glow Dance  

Art Classes’ Grid Sketches Are Finally Up! 

 The Middle School has had yet another awesome and creative dance idea. On January 15th the Middle School Student Government 
orchestrated what they called a Glow Dance, where the students were encouraged to get out their best neon or white outfits and to dance 
under the radiance of black lights. The gym was darkened and surrounded by these black lights to give the students’ outfits the illusion that 
their clothes were glowing in the dark, the colors popping out at you. The students were also encouraged just to have fun and bring glow 
sticks, bracelets, and necklaces. Overall the dance seemed to receive positive reviews with pictures being posted on Facebook, Instagram and 
other various social media. Even though it lasted only for a few hours, these memories won’t be fading anytime soon!  

 Back in November, the Art classes took on an 
interesting project; grid drawings. Combining their artistic 
abilities and mathematic knowledge of measurements, 
Mrs. Ryan’s third and fourth period Art classes were able 
to create self portraits and celebrity portraits respective-
ly. The project involved creating grids to relate size and 
perspective between their paper and a smaller picture. 
Using these grids, the students were able to accurately 
draw the smaller pictures onto their larger papers with 
correct sizing and shading.  

 “I am very proud of all my students,” said Mrs. 
Ryan in regards to the project. “This was a very technically 
challenging project and one that everyone rose up to, creating 
something they can all be proud of.”  
 Overall, the project was a huge success and 
look forward to many more wonderful projects from the 
Art classes! 
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January News: 
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Fannett-Metal Advertisements 

Senior Plans for After Graduation 

Jordan Becker Wilson College 

Jamie Birgfeld Work Force (Firefighting/Paramedic) 

Grayson Dinsmore Harrisburg Community College 

Nicolette Douglas Westminster College 

Trevor Gerhart Shippensburg University 

Steven Glodek  Juniata University 

Dillon Hill Shippensburg University 

Layton Hoffmann Air National Guard 

Hunter Kann Allegany College of Maryland 

Nick Kauffman Allegany College of Maryland 

Dakota Lydic Harrisburg Community College 

Brittany Meyers Harrisburg Community College 

Chris Rosenberry Work Force (Lumber) 

Kyle Runk Work Force (Electrical) 

Jessica Schaffer Shippensburg University 

Chelsea Scofield York College of Pennsylvania 

Taylor Snyder Harrisburg Community College 

Raven Steffen Alleghany College of Meadville 

Gabriel Wenger Shippensburg University 



Online College Courses with Blue Ridge and AMC 
 The students at Fannett Metal are taking advantage of early to college courses. Many of them are taking at least two courses, some online 
and a few in school. Many of them have chosen carefully and looked into their future to know what general courses they are going to need in col-
lege; others are already starting to fulfill their requirements for their degree.  
 “It’s not like High School,” one of the students commented, “There’s no second chances. These classes that we are taking will benefit us in the 
long run. They are also counting as high school courses which is nice.” 
 “The best advice that I can give,” another student advised, “is to NOT procrastinate, because the work you produce may not be the same as if you 
hadn’t procrastinated and you will be in a time crunch which is stressful.” 

Burpee Company Donates to School 
 In December, the W. Atlee  Burpee Company, a company that sells plants and other horticultural items via magazine sales, chose the 
Fannett-Metal Education Foundation as this years recipient for their end-of-the-year benefit auction. The facility, located in Willow Hill, is responsi-
ble for selling items all over the United States. The company first reached out to Cooperative Education Coordinator, Roberta Johnston, and High 
School Principal, Adam Whisel to tour the facility and make arrangements in the spring to work with Cooperative Education students in the facility 
as seasonal or full-time work. At the meeting, Tina Armentani, Director of Human Resources, announced the company would give all benefits of 
the charity auction to the FMEF. The group of executives and company employees raised  $7,300.00. The Burpee Director met with FMEF mem-
bers and School Administration to present the award. The Education Foundation and Fannett-Metal Administration thank the W. Atlee Burpee Co. 
for their efforts in helping educationally. 
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National Honor Society News 
 Upcoming Induction is in April 24th 2016. Inductee selection will take place after the end of the 
third marking period. In order to be selected you must be at least a Sophomore. However Juniors and Sen-
iors may be selected as well. All who meet the requirements will be given an application! 

Lenfest Scholarship 
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Education Station 
School Scholarships: 

 In 2000 the Lenfest Foundation was founded by H.F. and Marguerite Lenfest, and in 2013 the Foundation’s grant-making directed to the 
attention of improving children’s lives.  The Foundation believes in three critical key transitions in a child’s life: the past, present, and future.  The 
scholarship is only open to juniors who hold ambition to succeed, academic potential, leadership qualities, and overall maturity.  The essay is to 
describe your ideal college and how it’s related to your plans after college. 
 On January 19th and 20th, last year’s finalist, Emily Ritchey, held a workshop for this year’s applicants from Fannett-Metal.  Emily went 
into great depth, explaining that they wanted to see how the applicants have progressed over the years, and what they planned to be.  In the essay, 
they were also to explain their leadership skills, what they give back to the community, their level of maturity, and other special notices that they 
have received.  At the workshop, Emily also went over how they should build and format their resumes and confidence building.  Time and time 
again, it was stressed to the applicants not to downplay their skills and achievements.   

 Now as an update, Elizabeth Peppernick was the semifinalist for the scholarship from Fannett-Metal.  

Mar 28 My Preparedness Story: 
Staying Healthy and Resilient Video 
Challenge 

Mar 28 Jimmie Crutchfield Essay 
Contest 

Mar 30 Odenza Marketing Scholar-
ship 
Mar 31 $2,000 Teen Pregnancy 
Prank Scholarship 
Mar 31 NIADA Foundation Schol-
arship 
Mar 31 White Rose Student Essay 
Contest 
Mar 31 $3,000 Write a Rap with 
Your Friends 
Mar 31 Noet Humanities Scholar-
ship 
Mar 31 $3,000 Dunk Prank Your 
Friends 

 
For more upcoming scholar-
ships, visit www.fastweb.com 

 The spring book fair at the elementary school was a success, even though the weather was not cooperative! A huge thanks goes out to 
the students and parents. We earned a total of $754. 08 in Scholastic Dollars. We will use these funds to purchase new books for the elementary 
library. Get ready, because the next book fair will be in May and it is our Buy One Get One Free (BOGO fair). The Library thanks you for your 
participation! 

Library’s February Book Fair 

Left to Right: Adam Whisel, David Burkett, Chris McMullen, Greg Rosenberry, Tina Armentani, 
Pam Michener 

Not Pictured: Melissa Basille 

Sociology Class Invites Women-in-Need  

 The High School Sociology Class were surprised with representatives from the Women In Need 
Agency on March 1st and 3rd. On March 1, the representatives talked with the students about unhealthy 
relationships and did hands-on activities. In this activity, the students presented statements in random and 
were asked to put them in order of “not so great” to the “worst.”   
 On March 3, they returned and talked with students about healthy relationships and what people 
may look for in a partner. They presented kids with another activity, an auction in which they were given a 
list of characteristics, each costing so much money. They only had $1000.00 each so they had to spend 
wisely on characteristics.  Some spent their money on one or two characteristics while others spent less 
money on each and got more. Many of them had to compromise on what they originally wanted. The stu-
dents were very active and respectful during the presentation on both days, each learning much that will 
help them in the future when considering long-term relationships. 
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February News: 

Clayton’s New Job 
 Clayton A. Brown  was officially enlisted  into the Marine Corp. as of October of 2015. He has enjoyed and endured his time in the Ma-
rines so far. He takes great pride in what he does, that being anything regarding the Marine Corp. He was lucky with his job selection. While he 
could not choose what he wanted to do he still got an occupation that he wanted and one that he can enjoy. When interviewed about his job, 
Brown said, 

 “I can only tell you the fundamentals on my job because nothing is set in stone, unless you have a closed contract like I do. My job is to be an infantry 
man.” Clayton later on described his job as an infantry man. “An infantry man’s job,” Clayton elaborated, “is to locate, close with and destroy the enemy by 
fire and assault.”  Clayton will soon be a member of the few, the proud, the Marines.   

 

   Clayton’s Interview: 

What is your job?  
 Response: “My job is to be an infantry man. Infantry man’s job varies from fighting on the front line to locating and destroying enemies through fire 
and assault. That is my job.” 

Did you get to select your job? 

 Response: “No, I didn’t get to select it, although I did put in a recommendation for it.” 

Did your plans align with what your previous plans were before? 

 Response: “Yeah, I guess it’s because I was the first one to contract into it.” 

Are you proud of your Job?  

 Response: “Yes, I am very proud of it. I take pride in anything I do, especially whenever it comes to the Marines Corp. and my future.” 

Layton Hoffman Accepted into the Air National Guard 
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Military Honors: 

 When did you get accepted into the Air National Guard? 

Response: “Back around October 8th last year.” 

 What is an Air National Guard’s job? 
Response: “My job in the Air National Guard is structures, basically a carpenter, 
and I am in the 201st red horse squadron.” 

 How have you enjoyed your experience so far? 

Response: “Good so far. I go once a month and prep for basic training.” 
Art Classes Are Going Monochromatic 

 From January through the month of February, Mrs. Ryan’s third and fourth period 
art classes had been undertaking an interesting new project; Monochromatic paintings. The 
project consisted of painting a picture using only one color and the colors that can be made 
by adding white and black to it. As one can see below, the classes took the project seriously, 
creating magnificent pieces that have since begun being displayed in the Art hallway. So if you 
ever get the chance, stop by and see the wonderful art work on display, and as always, look 
forward to more from the art classes! 

The Class of 2016 is Supporting the Military 

 In February, Senior Levi Brady held his senior project, a 
fundraiser he called “Support the Troops.” From February 2-26, he 
accepted donated items such as canned/packaged food, both male 
and female hygienic supplies and first aid products. He also appreci-
ated help through monetary donations so as to pay for the cost of 
packaging and shipping. Multiple drop boxes were set out around 
the Elementary and High School lobbies where students could place 
the items they wished to donate.  

 When asked about why he chose this as his senior pro-
ject, Levi said, “I did it to show the troops how appreciated they are.” 
And how noble a cause that is!  

 “Overall, I got a bunch of stuff,” Levi admitted, “And the 
community really responded well.” 

 On March10, 2016, Senior Dakota Lydic held an assembly dedi-
cated to Post 232 and the Path Valley veterans. Starting out the event 
with the displaying of the flags by the Color Guard and the national an-
them performed by Lizzy Peppernick, Dakota called Legion Historian/ 
Veteran Greg Rosenberry to each give a speech about the history of Path 
Valley’s military members and to also provide information behind Post 
232’s history.  

 After a short presentation on our military branches, having the 
veterans stand and tell the Senior High kids one at a time how they have 
served their country and the story of the Missing Man’s Table by Post 232 
commander Gary Hockenberry, the students were led for a close up of 
the Missing Man’s Table and military memorabilia before being escorted 
back to class.  Overall, a very informative and creative way to honor our 
valley veterans!  

Levi’s “Support the Troops” Dakota’s “Post 232 Dedication” 

Varsity Club at a Hershey Bear’s Game 
 The winter weather was replaced by sunny and breezy weather, perfect for the Varsity Club to start out their trip. Leaving the school in 
the afternoon, the students and club advisors made their way towards Hershey's Giant Center to watch the Hershey Bears face off against the Utica 
Comets. Arriving at Red Robins, students got off the bus, went inside and ate before loading back onto to the bus. Finally they arrived at the Giant 
Center, unloaded the bus, went through the metal detectors and poured inside. The game began and the teams started to play, an experience to 
remember for the first timers. 
 "It was very intense and fast paced," said Junior Brooke Harris. "It was a wonderful experience for it being my first time and I would definitely come 
back again." 
 In the end, the final score was in favor of the Hershey Bears 5 to 1! After the game was over, the students all loaded back onto the bus 
and started home. Overall the trip was a lot of fun and it is safe to say that everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  
 "The game was really hyped," student Cole Funk exclaimed when asked his opinion. “I thought it was an awesome experience for everyone. Defi-
nitely a most enjoyable time at a sporting event."  

 Why have you decided to choose this life path? 
Response: “Because I didn’t want to start life in debt and I really didn’t 
know what I wanted to do for a living. So I decided to do this because I’d 
get free college and a chance to serve my country.” 

 What is your plan after the Air National Guard? 
Response: “If I like what I’m doing I might re-enlist and if I find another 
path I will have the benefits to pursue that as well.”  
  


