Vocabulary List

Unit 10

abdicate – (v.) to resign, formally give up an office or a duty; to disown, discard

Of all England’s monarchs, Edward VIII was the only one to __________ the throne voluntarily.

SYNONYMS:  step down, relinquish, renounce

bestow – (v.) to give as a gift; to provide with lodgings


The nation will __________ its highest civilian honor on the noted educator.

SYNONYMS:  grant, confer, lodge, put up

capacious – (adj.) able to hold much, roomy


Whenever I go beach-combing, I take along a backpack with __________ compartments and pockets.

SYNONYMS:  spacious, commodious

caustic – (adj.) able to burn or eat away by chemical action; biting, sarcastic


All __________ household liquids, such as drain cleaners, must be kept out of the reach of children.

SYNONYMS:  burning, corrosive, sharp

crusade – (n.) a strong movement to advance a cause or idea; (v.) to campaign, work vigorously


Rachel Carson’s landmark book Silent Spring sparked the __________ to ban the use of DDT.

SYNONYMS:  (n.) campaign, organized movement

deface – (v.) to injure or destroy the surface or appearance of; to damage the value, influence, or effect of; to face down, outshine


In many towns, those who __________ walls with graffiti must pay a fine and clean up the mess.

SYNONYMS:  mar, disfigure

embargo – (n.) an order forbidding the trade in or movement of commercial goods; any restraint or hindrance; 
(v.) to forbid to enter or leave port; to forbid trade with


The U.S. Congress may impose an __________ against a country that violates trade agreements.

SYNONYMS:  (n.) stoppage, ban, boycott

fallacy – (n.) a false notion or belief; an error in thinking


Reviewers cited several major __________ in the controversial author’s newest book.

SYNONYMS:  misconception

levity – (n.) a lack of seriousness or earnestness, especially about things that should be treated with respect; buoyancy, lightness in \

weight


A bit of __________ may help you to cope with difficult people or situations.

SYNONYMS:  giddiness, flippancy, frivolity, fickleness

mendicant – (n.) beggar; (adj.) depending on begging for a living


People who have fallen on hard times may have no choice but to become __________.
